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About the AKABFE
The association of Korean Agricultural, Biological, and Food Engineers (AKABFE) was
originally established on July on 30th, 2012 in Dallas Texas USA, The AKABFE member
includes faculties, postdoctoral researchers, and students.

Connect with the AKABFE
Website: www.akabfe.org
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6521941&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
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AKABFE's mission: is to (1) promote information exchange and networking among agricultural,
biological, and food engineers who are interested in the development of agricultural and biological
science and technology in Korea; (2) foster educational exchange programs between Korean
universities and organizations and institutions in the United States of America; (3) facilitate t he
transfer of technology to and from Korea; and (4) encourage professional development among
members within the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE).

Greetings from the President!

Happy New Year! I hope this year will be a prosperous and fruitful one for everybody. In 2018, we had another
very successful meeting in Detroit, MI. Two excellent invited speakers, Dr. Jong Hoon Chung and Dr. Kyo Suh,
shared valuable talks regarding recent trends of agricultural machinery and biosystems engineering in Korea, and
challenges of the 4th industrial revolution in agriculture. Then we enjoyed our Research Spotlights competition
among the students, who presented their recent research projects. I am sure the competition provided a good
opportunity to share their research and practice presentation skills. I would like to thank all those who
participated in the competition.
This year’s meeting will be held in Boston, Massachusetts, which will be another excellent opportunity for all of us
to know more each other and networking for future collaboration. Now AKABFE is a well-established regular event
in the Annual ASABE Meeting. Hopefully we will gradually become a major player in ASABE by actively
participating in technical sessions, committees, and other society functions. I strongly suggest all members to
participate in all society activities. One example could be to nominate our members for all ASABE awards by
forming an Award committee which nominates AKABFE members, especially those in Korea. If we don’t submit
any nominations, we will not receive any. We welcome any member’s new ideas to strengthen AKABFE’s mission
and vision. Please feel free to let me or one of the executive committee members know, if you have some good
ideas.
I would like to thank Mr. Wansoo Kim, and Mr. Hanwook Chung, the Korea and U.S. student representatives, for
editing this newsletter. I am very excited and honored to serve another year as the President of this important
community, AKABFE! Hope to see all of you at the AKABFE meeting in Boston, MA in July 2019!
Won Suk “Daniel” Lee
AKABFE President
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The 7th Annual AKABFE meeting in Detroit, Michigan

The annual meeting of the Association of Korean Agriculture, Biological and Food Engineers (AKABFE) was held on Tuesday,
July 31, 2018, during the ASABE’s Annual International Meeting in Detroit, Michigan. 45 participants attended the official
meeting in the COBO Center, which lasted for two hours. In addition, discussions centered on ‘Technical Trends and Career
Opportunities in the U.S. and Korea’ and the invited speakers addressed a wide range of topics covering trends both past and
present as well as directions the profession will likely take in the future. After every session, an associated dinner followed at
a nearby local restaurant.

2nd AKABFE Research Spotlights Competition Winners
We are proud to announce the second AKABFE student presentation winners: Grand Prize Wansoo Kim (Chungnam National
University), 1st Place Soo Chung (University of Arizona), 2nd Place Sunho Park (Chonnam National University), 3rd Place
Sungmin Park (Chonnam National University)

AKABFE | Vol. 6, No. 1 (January, 2019)

Award Announcements
ASABE Superior Paper Award
Chonbuk National University Bio-industrial machinery engineering professor Yongjin
Cho received an ASABE superior paper award presented in 2018 ASABE annual
international meeting (AIM) in Detroit, Michigan on his paper titled "Profile Soil Property
Estimation Using a VIS-NIR-EC-Force Probe," which is published on ‘Transaction of
ASABE’ Vol. 60:3 (2017). (Co-authors: K.A. Sudduth, S. T. Drummond) The award is given
to only top 5% of the published papers on ‘Transaction of ASABE’.

Science and Technology Superior Paper Award
Kyungpook National University biological industrial engineering professor Tusan Park
was awarded the Science and Technology Superior Paper award at the 28th Korea
Science and Technology Annual Meeting in Seoul, Korea on his paper titled ‘Applications
of Smartphone Cameras in Agriculture, Environment, and Food: A review’. The award is
given by the Korean Federation of Science and Technology Societies.

Boyd-Scott Graduate Research Award
Chonnam National University department of rural and biosystems engineering graduate
student Sunho Park, under the guidance of Professor JangHo Kim, received a BoydScott Graduate Researcher Award at the 2018 ASABE AIM in Detroit, Michigan. The title
of her paper is ‘Development of Eggshell Membrane Based-Nanoengineered Platforms’.
The Boyd-Scott Graduate Research Award is to recognize excellence in the conduct and
presentation of research to build the knowledge base needed by engineers who design
equipment, facilities, and processes for the sustainable operation of a biological system.

Giuseppe Pellizzi Prize
Penn State agricultural and biological engineering (ABE) assistant professor Daeun

"Dana" Choi was announced as the sole winner of the prestigious Giuseppe Pellizzi
Prize in Bologna, Italy on November 10th. The award was given to Dr. Choi for the best
Ph.D. dissertation worldwide during 2016 and 2017 related to agricultural machinery or
mechanization. Her dissertation on "Development of intelligent vision systems to
support precision agriculture practices in Florida citrus production" was written at the
University of Florida.
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Position Announcements
Dr. Yongjin Cho has begun his position as an assistant professor in
Chonbuk National University Bio-industrial machinery engineering
department since the September of 2018. He served as a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of Missouri from 2014 to 2017. His research
focus was on soil properties monitoring using the applications of electronic
sensors.

Dr. Daehyun Lee began his assistant professorship in Chungnam National
University biosystems machinery engineering department since the march
of 2018. Dr. Lee was a researcher at the National Academy of Agricultural
Science (NAAS) in South Korea from 2016 to 2018 and his study focus was
on agricultural ICT and smart robotics.

Dr. Hoonsoo Lee began his assistant professor position in Chungbuk National
University in the department of biological systems engineering since September of
2018. Dr. Lee served as a researcher in the United States Department of
Agriculture from 2010 to 2018. His research focus is on soil erosion measurement
and safety technology and smart agricultural machinery.

Newsletter editors
Wansoo Kim: ws6602@hanmail.net

Useful Websites
American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers (ASABE): http://www.asabe.org/

Hanwook Chung: hchung45@wisc.edu

Announcement
AKABFE is looking for creative members to submit designs of logo and slogan.
Please contact: akabfe@gmail.com

한국농공학회 Korean Society of Agricultural
Engineers (KSAE): http://www.ksae.re.kr/
한국농업기계학회 Korean Society for
Agricultural Machinery (KSAM):
http://www.ksam76.or.kr/
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2019 AKABFE 8 Annual Meeting
The AKABFE will host an 8th annual meeting during the 2019 ASABE Annual International Meeting (July 7 10) in Boston, Massachusetts, USA.
ASABE Early Bird Registration: October 1 – May 1
ASABE General Registration: May 2 – June 10

BOSTON – is the capital and largest city of US state of Massachusetts, and also one of the oldest cities in the
country. Its historic significance and cultural vibrancy make Boston a tourist hotspot, but students also flock to the
city because of its outstanding reputation in higher education. The Marriott Copley Place is situated in the Back Bay
area is a leading destination in the core of downtown Boston and it is decorated and enlightened for international
meeting.

Professors Jinwoo Kim (University of Arkansas) and Jangho
Kim (Chonnam National University) are currently organizing a
special session for the 2019 ASABE Annual International
Meeting (July 7-10, 2019 – Boston). The session title is
‘Biologically Inspired Micro- and Nanoengineering Systems for
Agriculture and Biological Applications’. All invited speakers
will receive a complimentary one-day meeting registration fee
by ASABE. Please contact us if you want to join in our session.
Important Date: Submission February 1, 2019
Email: jwkim@uark.edu (J.W. Kim) or rain2000@jnu.ac.kr (J.H. Kim)

